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Article 25

1.If the parties, regardless of their domicile, have agreed that a court or the courts of
a Member State are to have jurisdiction to settle any disputes which have arisen or
which may arise in connection with a particular legal relationship, that court or those
courts shall have jurisdiction, unless the agreement is null and void as to its
substantive validity under the law of that Member State. Such jurisdiction shall be
exclusive unless the parties have agreed otherwise. The agreement conferring
jurisdiction shall be either:

(a) in writing or evidenced in writing;

(b) in a form which accords with practices which the parties have established
between themselves; or

(c) in international trade or commerce, in a form which accords with a usage

of which the parties are or ought to have been aware and which in such trade or
commerce is widely known to, and regularly observed by, parties to contracts of the
type involved in the particular trade or commerce concerned.

2. Any communication by electronic means which provides a durable record
of the agreement shall be equivalent to ‘writing’.
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Article 29

1.Without prejudice to Article 31(2), where proceedings involving the same cause of
action and between the same parties are brought in the courts of different Member
States, any court other than the court first seised shall of its own motion stay its
proceedings until such time as the jurisdiction of the court first seised is established.

2.In cases referred to in paragraph 1, upon request by a court seised of the dispute,
any other court seised shall without delay inform the former court of the date when it
was seised in accordance with Article 32.

3. Where the jurisdiction of the court first seised is established, any court
other than the court first seised shall decline jurisdiction in favour of that court.
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Article 31

1.Where actions come within the exclusive jurisdiction of several courts, any court
other than the court first seised shall decline jurisdiction in favour of that court.

2.Without prejudice to Article 26, where a court of a Member State on which an
agreement as referred to in Article 25 confers exclusive jurisdiction is seised, any
court of another Member State shall stay the proceedings until such time as the
court seised on the basis of the agreement declares that it has no jurisdiction under
the agreement.

3.Where the court designated in the agreement has established jurisdiction in
accordance with the agreement, any court of another Member State shall decline
jurisdiction in favour of that court.

4, Paragraphs 2 and 3 shall not apply to matters referred to in Sections 3, 4
or 5 where the policyholder, the insured, a beneficiary of the insurance contract, the

injured party, the consumer or the employee is the claimant and the agreement is
not valid under a provision contained within those Sections.
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